
Slow Down. Move Over. Pass 
with Care and 4 Feet to Spare! 
Debra Kagan, New Jersey Bike & Walk Coalition
Jessica O’Connor, NJMVC



New Jersey’s Safe Passing Law

New Jersey’s new Safe 
Passing Law went into effect 
on March 1, 2022. With one 
of the strongest and most 
comprehensive safe passing 
laws in the country, New 
Jersey can now better protect 
vulnerable road users. 



Safe Road Users

Post-Crash Care

Safe Roads

Safe Speeds

Safe Vehicles

Safe Roads



Equality = Same seat at the table.

Equity = Recognizes vulnerable 
populations & underserved communities 
have different circumstances.
Solutions need to prioritize needs.

Equality & Equity



Building An Awareness Campaign for New Jersey’s Safe Passing Law and other 
laws designed to keep those on our streets outside of cars safe

Provide easy to access resources for 
partners to help spread the word 

Create a Safe Passing Law 
Implementation Plan as part of the 
Strategic Highway Safety Plan

Work with partners to implement 
that plan 



Resources to Spread the Word
NJBWC’s Safe Passing Law Resource Center
https://njbwc.org/safepass4nj/





The SAFE Network



Pedestrian and Bicycle Emphasis Area – Priority Action

Engage Motor Vehicle 
Commission, other agencies and 
partners on recent updates to 
laws and regulations related to 
pedestrians, bicyclists, and 
scooters that should be reflected 
in driver education and testing. 
Make recommendations 
regarding educational outreach to 
the public. 



Safe Passing Law Implementation Plan

• Goal 1: Educate drivers and increase 
awareness about the Safe Passing Law 
through NJMVC.

• Goal 2: Increase awareness of the Safe 
Passing Law.

• Goal 3: Educate drivers about the Safe 
Passing Law.

Pictured above is an example of how are goals are achieved.



Updated the New Jersey Driver’s Manual to increase awareness of the Safe Passing Law 
with assistance from partners

How MVC Spread the Word About the Safe Passing Law

Excerpt from the New Jersey Driver’s Manual



Worked with partners to draft language for an update to the Share the Keys Manual for 
youthful drivers

How MVC Spread the Word About the Safe Passing Law



How MVC Spread the Word About the Safe 
Passing Law

Currently running a short closed-captioned PSA in all 39 agencies promoting the Safe Passing Law



Continue to work with partners to implement changes to their websites, 
manuals and curriculum  

Review and clarify laws for e-bikes and scooters and make corresponding 
recommendation for updates to website, manuals and curriculums

Review literature on effective campaign strategies and measuring success.

Make recommendations to update existing materials and to develop future 
awareness campaigns going forward.

Next Steps for the Action Team



How You Can Help Spread the Word

Share social media posts 
and the graphic resources

Create a safety town event and include 
the SPL with existing town events



How You Can Help Spread the Word

• Connect with your local police 
departments to use their mobile 
message boards to promote the 
SPL

• Arrange photo opportunities with 
local police departments to 
promote the law

• Partner with local police to conduct 
live community forums to discuss 
the law



How You Can Help Spread the Word

To order bumper stickers please 
contact:
Paul Mickiewicz at paul.mick@njbwc.org

Sign the Pledge: 
https://njbwc.org/safepass4nj/safe-passing-
pledge/

• Request a presentation from 
NJBWC 

• Bumper stickers for Local 
governments vehicles



Thank you

Debra Kagan

kagan@njbwc.org

Jessica O’Connor

Jessica.Oconnor@mvc.nj.go
v


